CALIFORNIA CODES
GOVERNMENT CODE
SECTION 51175-51189

51175. The Legislature hereby finds and declares as follows:
(a) Fires are extremely costly, not only to property owners and
residents, but also to local agencies. Fires pose a serious threat
to the preservation of the public peace, health, or safety. Since
fires ignore civil boundaries, it is necessary that cities, counties,
special districts, state agencies, and federal agencies work
together to bring raging fires under control. Preventive measures
are therefore needed to ensure the preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety.
(b) The prevention of fires is not a municipal affair, as that
term is used in Section 5 of Article XI of the California
Constitution, but is instead, a matter of statewide concern. It is
the intent of the Legislature that this chapter apply to all local
agencies, including, but not limited to, charter cities, charter
counties, and charter cities and counties. This subdivision shall
not limit the authority of a local agency to impose more restrictive
fire and panic safety requirements, as otherwise authorized by law.
(c) It is not the intent of the Legislature in enacting this
chapter to limit or restrict the authority of a local agency to
impose more restrictive fire and panic safety requirements, as
otherwise authorized by law.

51176. The purpose of this chapter is to classify lands in the
state in accordance with whether a very high fire hazard is present
so that public officials are able to identify measures that will
retard the rate of spread, and reduce the potential intensity, of

uncontrolled fires that threaten to destroy resources, life, or
property, and to require that those measures be taken.

51177. As used in this chapter:
(a) "Director" means the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection.
(b) "Very high fire hazard severity zone" means an area designated
by the director pursuant to Section 51178 that is not a state
responsibility area.
(c) "Local agency" means a city, county, city and county, or
district responsible for fire protection within a very high fire
hazard severity zone.
(d) "Single specimen tree" means any live tree that stands alone
in the landscape so as to be clear of buildings, structures,
combustible vegetation, or other trees, and that does not form a
means of rapidly transmitting fire from the native growth to any
occupied dwelling or structure.
(e) "State responsibility areas" means those areas identified
pursuant to Section 4102 of the Public Resources Code.

51178. (a) The director shall identify areas in the state as very
high fire hazard severity zones based on consistent statewide
criteria and based on the severity of fire hazard that is expected to
prevail in those areas. Very high fire hazard severity zones shall
be based on fuel loading, slope, fire weather, and other relevant
factors.
(b) On or before January 1, 1995, the director shall identify
areas as very high fire hazard severity zones in the Counties of
Alameda, Contra Costa, Los Angeles, Marin, Napa, Orange, Riverside,
San Bernardino, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara,
Solano, Sonoma, and Ventura. This information shall be transmitted
to all local agencies with identified very high fire hazard severity
zones within 30 days.

(c) On or before January 1, 1996, the director shall identify
areas as very high fire hazard severity zones in all other counties.
This information shall be transmitted to all local agencies with
identified high fire hazard severity zones within 30 days.

51178.5. Within 30 days after receiving a transmittal from the
director that identifies very high fire hazard severity zones, a
local agency shall make the information available for public review.
The information shall be presented in a format that is
understandable and accessible to the general public, including, but
not limited to, maps.

51179. (a) A local agency shall designate, by ordinance, very high
fire hazard severity zones in its jurisdiction within 120 days of
receiving recommendations from the director pursuant to subdivisions
(b) and (c) of Section 51178. A local agency shall be exempt from
this requirement if ordinances of the local agency, adopted on or
before December 31, 1992, impose standards that are equivalent to, or
more restrictive than, the standards imposed by this chapter.
(b) A local agency may, at its discretion, exclude from the
requirements of Section 51182 an area identified as a very high fire
hazard severity zone by the director within the jurisdiction of the
local agency, following a finding supported by substantial evidence
in the record that the requirements of Section 51182 are not
necessary for effective fire protection within the area.
(c) A local agency may, at its discretion, include areas within
the jurisdiction of the local agency, not identified as very high
fire hazard severity zones by the director, as very high fire hazard
severity zones following a finding supported by substantial evidence
in the record that the requirements of Section 51182 are necessary
for effective fire protection within the area.
(d) Changes made by a local agency to the recommendations made by
the director shall be final and shall not be rebuttable by the

director.
(e) The State Fire Marshal shall prepare and adopt a model
ordinance that provides for the establishment of very high fire
hazard severity zones.
(f) Any ordinance adopted by a local agency pursuant to this
section that substantially conforms to the model ordinance of the
State Fire Marshal shall be presumed to be in compliance with the
requirements of this section.
(g) A local agency shall post a notice at the office of the county
recorder, county assessor, and county planning agency identifying
the location of the map provided by the director pursuant to Section
51178. If the agency amends the map, pursuant to subdivision (b) or
(c) of this section, the notice shall instead identify the location
of the amended map.

51180. For the purposes of Division 3.6 (commencing with Section
810) of Title 1, vegetation removal or management, undertaken in
whole or in part, for fire prevention or suppression purposes shall
not be deemed to alter the natural condition of public property.
This section shall apply only to natural conditions of public
property and shall not limit any liability or immunity that may
otherwise exist pursuant to this chapter.

51181. The director shall periodically review the areas in the
state identified as very high fire hazard severity zones pursuant to
this chapter, and as necessary, shall make recommendations relative
to very high fire hazard severity zones. This review shall coincide
with the review of state responsibility area lands every five years
and, when possible, fall within the time frames for each county's
general plan update. Any revision of areas included in a very high
fire hazard severity zone shall be made in accordance with Sections
51178 and 51179.

51182. (a) A person who owns, leases, controls, operates, or
maintains any occupied dwelling or occupied structure in, upon, or
adjoining any mountainous area, forest-covered land, brush-covered
land, grass-covered land, or any land that is covered with flammable
material, which area or land is within a very high fire hazard
severity zone designated by the local agency pursuant to Section
51179, shall at all times do all of the following:
(1) Maintain around and adjacent to the occupied dwelling or
occupied structure a firebreak made by removing and clearing away,
for a distance of not less than 30 feet on each side thereof or to
the property line, whichever is nearer, all flammable vegetation or
other combustible growth. This paragraph does not apply to single
specimens of trees or other vegetation that is well-pruned and
maintained so as to effectively manage fuels and not form a means of
rapidly transmitting fire from other nearby vegetation to any
dwelling or structure.
(2) Maintain around and adjacent to the occupied dwelling or
occupied structure additional fire protection or firebreaks made by
removing all brush, flammable vegetation, or combustible growth that
is located within 100 feet from the occupied dwelling or occupied
structure or to the property line, or at a greater distance if
required by state law, or local ordinance, rule, or regulation. This
section does not prevent an insurance company that insures an
occupied dwelling or occupied structure from requiring the owner of
the dwelling or structure to maintain a firebreak of more than 100
feet around the dwelling or structure if a hazardous condition
warrants such a firebreak of a greater distance. Grass and other
vegetation located more than 30 feet from the dwelling or structure
and less than 18 inches in height above the ground may be maintained
where necessary to stabilize the soil and prevent erosion. This
paragraph does not apply to single specimens of trees or other
vegetation that is well-pruned and maintained so as to effectively
manage fuels and not form a means of rapidly transmitting fire from
other nearby vegetation to a dwelling or structure.
(3) Remove that portion of any tree that extends within 10 feet of
the outlet of any chimney or stovepipe.

(4) Maintain any tree adjacent to or overhanging any building free
of dead or dying wood.
(5) Maintain the roof of any structure free of leaves, needles, or
other dead vegetative growth.
(6) Prior to constructing a new dwelling or structure that will be
occupied or rebuilding an occupied dwelling or occupied structure
damaged by a fire in that zone, the construction or rebuilding of
which requires a building permit, the owner shall obtain a
certification from the local building official that the dwelling or
structure, as proposed to be built, complies with all applicable
state and local building standards, including those described in
subdivision (b) of Section 51189, and shall provide a copy of the
certification, upon request, to the insurer providing course of
construction insurance coverage for the building or structure. Upon
completion of the construction or rebuilding, the owner shall obtain
from the local building official, a copy of the final inspection
report that demonstrates that the dwelling or structure was
constructed in compliance with all applicable state and local
building standards, including those described in subdivision (b) of
Section 51189, and shall provide a copy of the report, upon request,
to the property insurance carrier that insures the dwelling or
structure.
(b) A person is not required under this section to maintain any
clearing on any land if that person does not have the legal right to
maintain the clearing, nor is any person required to enter upon or to
damage property that is owned by any other person without the
consent of the owner of the property.

51183. (a) The local agency may exempt from the standards set forth
in Section 51182 structures with exteriors constructed entirely of
nonflammable materials, or conditioned upon the contents and
composition of the structure, and may vary the requirements
respecting the removing or clearing away of flammable vegetation or
other combustible growth with respect to the area surrounding the
structures. In no case shall this subdivision be deemed to authorize
a local agency to vary any requirement that is a building standard

subject to Section 18930 of the Health and Safety Code, except as
otherwise authorized by law.
(b) No exemption or variance shall apply unless and until the
occupant thereof, or if there be no occupant, then the owner thereof,
files with the local agency a written consent to the inspection of
the interior and contents of the structure to ascertain whether the
provisions of Section 51182 are complied with at all times.

51183.5. (a) A transferor of real property that is located within a
very high fire hazard severity zone, designated pursuant to this
chapter, shall disclose to any prospective transferee the fact that
the property is located within a very high fire hazard severity zone,
and is subject to the requirements of Section 51182.
(b) Disclosure is required pursuant to this section only when one
of the following conditions is met:
(1) The transferor, or the transferor's agent, has actual
knowledge that the property is within a very high fire hazard
severity zone.
(2) A map that includes the property has been provided to the
local agency pursuant to Section 51178, and a notice is posted at the
offices of the county recorder, county assessor, and county planning
agency that identifies the location of the map and any information
regarding changes to the map received by the local agency.
(c) In all transactions that are subject to Section 1103 of the
Civil Code, the disclosure required by subdivision (a) of this
section shall be provided by either of the following means:
(1) The Local Option Real Estate Disclosure Statement as provided
in Section 1102.6a of the Civil Code.
(2) The Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement as provided in Section
1103.2 of the Civil Code.
(d) If the map or accompanying information is not of sufficient
accuracy or scale that a reasonable person can determine if the
subject real property is included in a very high fire hazard zone,
the transferor shall mark "Yes" on the Natural Hazard Disclosure
Statement. The transferor may mark "No" on the Natural Hazard

Disclosure Statement if he or she attaches a report prepared pursuant
to subdivision (c) of Section 1103.4 of the Civil Code that verifies
the property is not in the hazard zone. Nothing in this subdivision
is intended to limit or abridge any existing duty of the transferor
or the transferor's agents to exercise reasonable care in making a
determination under this subdivision.
(e) Section 1103.13 of the Civil Code shall apply to this section.
(f) The specification of items for disclosure in this section does
not limit or abridge any obligation for disclosure created by any
other provision of law or that may exist in order to avoid fraud,
misrepresentation, or deceit in the transfer transaction.

51184. (a) Section 51182 shall not apply to any land or water area
acquired or managed for one or more of the following purposes or
uses:
(1) Habitat for endangered or threatened species, or any species
that is a candidate for listing as an endangered or threatened
species by the state or federal government .
(2) Lands kept in a predominantly natural state as habitat for
wildlife, plant, or animal communities.
(3) Open space lands that are environmentally sensitive parklands.
(4) Other lands having scenic values, as declared by the local
agency, or by state or federal law.
(b) This exemption applies whether the land or water area is held
in fee title or any lesser interest. This exemption applies to any
public agency, any private entity that has dedicated the land or
water areas to one or more of those purposes or uses, or any
combination of public agencies and private entities making that
dedication.
(c) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the use of
properly authorized prescribed burning to improve the biological
function of land or to assist in the restoration of desired
vegetation.

(d) In the event that any lands adjacent to any land or water area
described in subdivision (a) are improved such that they are subject
to Section 51182, the obligation to comply with Section 51182 shall
be with the person owning, leasing, controlling, operating, or
maintaining the occupied dwelling or occupied structure on the
improved lands. All maintenance activities and other fire prevention
measures required by Section 51182 shall be required only for the
improved lands, not the land and water areas described in subdivision
(a).

51185. (a) A violation of Section 51182 is an infraction punishable
by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than
five hundred dollars ($500).
(b) If a person is convicted of a second violation of Section
51182 within five years, that person shall be punished by a fine of
not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than five
hundred dollars ($500).
(c) If a person is convicted of a third violation of Section 51182
within five years, that person is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall
be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500).

51186. The local agency having jurisdiction of property upon which
conditions regulated by Section 51182 are being violated shall notify
the owner of the property to correct the conditions. If the owner
fails to correct the conditions, the local agency may cause the
corrections to be made, and the expenses incurred shall become a lien
on the property that is the subject of the corrections when recorded
in the county recorder's office in the county in which the real
property is located. The priority of the lien shall be as of the
date of recording. The lien shall contain the legal description of
the real property, the assessor's parcel number, and the name of the
owner of record as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll.

51187. Any violation of Section 51182 may be considered a public
nuisance pursuant to Section 38773.

51188. In the instance of conflict between this chapter and any
provision of state law that allows a regional planning agency to
regulate very high fire hazard severity zones, this chapter shall
prevail.

51189. (a) The Legislature finds and declares that space and
structure defensibility is essential to effective fire prevention.
This defensibility extends beyond the vegetation management practices
required by this chapter, and includes, but is not limited to,
measures that increase the likelihood of a structure to withstand
intrusion by fire, such as building design and construction
requirements that use fire resistant building materials, and provide
protection of structure projections, including, but not limited to,
porches, decks, balconies and eaves, and structure openings,
including, but not limited to, attic and eave vents and windows.
(b) No later than January 1, 2005, the State Fire Marshal, in
consultation with the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection and
the Director of Housing and Community Development, shall, pursuant to
Section 18930 of the Health and Safety Code, recommend building
standards that provide for comprehensive space and structure
defensibility to protect structures from fires spreading from
adjacent structures or vegetation and vegetation from fires spreading
from adjacent structures.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CALIFORNIA CODES
PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
SECTION 4291-4299

4291. A person that owns, leases, controls, operates, or maintains
a building or structure in, upon, or adjoining any mountainous area,
forest-covered lands, brush-covered lands, grass-covered lands, or
any land that is covered with flammable material, shall at all times
do all of the following:
(a) Maintain around and adjacent to the building or structure a
firebreak made by removing and clearing away, for a distance of not
less than 30 feet on each side of the building or structure or to the
property line, whichever is nearer, all flammable vegetation or
other combustible growth. This subdivision does not apply to single
specimens of trees or other vegetation that is well-pruned and
maintained so as to effectively manage fuels and not form a means of
rapidly transmitting fire from other nearby vegetation to any
building or structure.
(b) Maintain around and adjacent to the building or structure
additional fire protection or firebreak made by removing all brush,
flammable vegetation, or combustible growth that is located within
100 feet from the building or structure or to the property line or at
a greater distance if required by state law, or local ordinance,
rule, or regulation. This section does not prevent an insurance
company that insures a building or structure from requiring the owner
of the building or structure to maintain a firebreak of more than
100 feet around the building or structure. Grass and other
vegetation located more than 30 feet from the building or structure
and less than 18 inches in height above the ground may be maintained
where necessary to stabilize the soil and prevent erosion. This
subdivision does not apply to single specimens of trees or other
vegetation that is well-pruned and maintained so as to effectively
manage fuels and not form a means of rapidly transmitting fire from

other nearby vegetation to a dwelling or structure.
(c) Remove that portion of any tree that extends within 10 feet of
the outlet of a chimney or stovepipe.
(d) Maintain any tree adjacent to or overhanging a building free
of dead or dying wood.
(e) Maintain the roof of a structure free of leaves, needles, or
other dead vegetative growth.
(f) Prior to constructing a new building or structure or
rebuilding a building or structure damaged by a fire in such an area,
the construction or rebuilding of which requires a building permit,
the owner shall obtain a certification from the local building
official that the dwelling or structure, as proposed to be built,
complies with all applicable state and local building standards,
including those described in subdivision (b) of Section 51189 of the
Government Code, and shall provide a copy of the certification, upon
request, to the insurer providing course of construction insurance
coverage for the building or structure. Upon completion of the
construction or rebuilding, the owner shall obtain from the local
building official, a copy of the final inspection report that
demonstrates that the dwelling or structure was constructed in
compliance with all applicable state and local building standards,
including those described in subdivision (b) of Section 51189 of the
Government Code, and shall provide a copy of the report, upon
request, to the property insurance carrier that insures the dwelling
or structure.
(g) Except as provided in Section 18930 of the Health and Safety
Code, the director may adopt regulations exempting structures with
exteriors constructed entirely of nonflammable materials, or
conditioned upon the contents and composition of same, he or she may
vary the requirements respecting the removing or clearing away of
flammable vegetation or other combustible growth with respect to the
area surrounding those structures.
No exemption or variance shall apply unless and until the occupant
thereof, or if there is not an occupant, the owner thereof, files
with the department, in a form as the director shall prescribe, a
written consent to the inspection of the interior and contents of the
structure to ascertain whether this section and the regulations

adopted under this section are complied with at all times.
(h) The director may authorize the removal of vegetation that is
not consistent with the standards of this section. The director may
prescribe a procedure for the removal of that vegetation and make the
expense a lien upon the building, structure, or grounds, in the same
manner that is applicable to a legislative body under Section 51186
of the Government Code.
(i) As used in this section, "person" means a private individual,
organization, partnership, limited liability company, or corporation.

4291.1. (a) Notwithstanding Section 4021, a violation of Section
4291 is an infraction punishable by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars ($100), nor more than five hundred dollars ($500).
If a person is convicted of a second violation of Section 4291 within
five years, that person shall be punished by a fine of not less than
two hundred fifty dollars ($250), nor more than five hundred dollars
($500). If a person is convicted of a third violation of Section
4291 within five years, that person is guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars
($500). If a person is convicted of a third violation of Section
4291 within five years, the department may perform or contract for
the performance of work necessary to comply with Section 4291 and may
bill the person convicted for the costs incurred, in which case the
person convicted, upon payment of those costs, shall not be required
to pay the fine. If a person convicted of a violation of Section
4291 is granted probation, the court shall impose as a term or
condition of probation, in addition to any other term or condition of
probation, that the person pay at least the minimum fine prescribed
in this section.
(b) If a person convicted of a violation of Section 4291 produces
in court verification prior to imposition of a fine by the court,
that the condition resulting in the citation no longer exists, the
court may reduce the fine imposed for the violation of Section 4291
to fifty dollars ($50).

4291.3. Subject to any other applicable provision of law, a state
or local fire official, at his or her discretion, may authorize an
owner of property, or his or her agent, to construct a firebreak, or
implement appropriate vegetation management techniques, to ensure
that defensible space is adequate for the protection of a hospital,
adult residential care facility, school, aboveground storage tank,
hazardous materials facility, or similar facility on the property.
The firebreak may be for a radius of up to 300 feet from the
facility, or to the property line, whichever distance is shorter.

4292. Except as otherwise provided in Section 4296, any person that
owns, controls, operates, or maintains any electrical transmission
or distribution line upon any mountainous land, or forest-covered
land, brush-covered land, or grass-covered land shall, during such
times and in such areas as are determined to be necessary by the
director or the agency which has primary responsibility for fire
protection of such areas, maintain around and adjacent to any pole or
tower which supports a switch, fuse, transformer, lightning
arrester, line junction, or dead end or corner pole, a firebreak
which consists of a clearing of not less than 10 feet in each
direction from the outer circumference of such pole or tower. This
section does not, however, apply to any line which is used
exclusively as telephone, telegraph, telephone or telegraph messenger
call, fire or alarm line, or other line which is classed as a
communication circuit by the Public Utilities Commission. The
director or the agency which has primary fire protection
responsibility for the protection of such areas may permit exceptions
from the requirements of this section which are based upon the
specific circumstances involved.

4293. Except as otherwise provided in Sections 4294 to 4296,

inclusive, any person that owns, controls, operates, or maintains any
electrical transmission or distribution line upon any mountainous
land, or in forest-covered land, brush-covered land, or grass-covered
land shall, during such times and in such areas as are determined to
be necessary by the director or the agency which has primary
responsibility for the fire protection of such areas, maintain a
clearance of the respective distances which are specified in this
section in all directions between all vegetation and all conductors
which are carrying electric current:
(a) For any line which is operating at 2,400 or more volts, but
less than 72,000 volts, four feet.
(b) For any line which is operating at 72,000 or more volts, but
less than 110,000 volts, six feet.
(c) For any line which is operating at 110,000 or more volts, 10
feet.
In every case, such distance shall be sufficiently great to
furnish the required clearance at any position of the wire, or
conductor when the adjacent air temperature is 120 degrees
Fahrenheit, or less. Dead trees, old decadent or rotten trees, trees
weakened by decay or disease and trees or portions thereof that are
leaning toward the line which may contact the line from the side or
may fall on the line shall be felled, cut, or trimmed so as to remove
such hazard. The director or the agency which has primary
responsibility for the fire protection of such areas may permit
exceptions from the requirements of this section which are based upon
the specific circumstances involved.

4294. A clearing to obtain line clearance is not required if
self-supporting aerial cable is used. Forked trees, leaning trees,
and any other growth which may fall across the line and break it
shall, however, be removed.

4295. A person is not required by Section 4292 or 4293 to maintain
any clearing on any land if such person does not have the legal right

to maintain such clearing, nor do such sections require any person
to enter upon or to damage property which is owned by any other
person without the consent of the owner of the property.

4296. Sections 4292 and 4293 do not apply if the transmission or
distribution line voltage is 750 volts or less.

4296.5. (a) Any person or corporation operating a railroad on
forest, brush, or grass-covered land shall, if ordered by the
director or the agency having primary responsibility for fire
protection of the area, destroy, remove, or modify so as not to be
flammable any vegetation or other flammable material defined by
regulation of the director to be a fire hazard on the railroad
right-of-way. The director shall adopt regulations establishing fire
prevention hazard reduction standards for broad geographic areas by
fuel type, slope, and potential for ignition from hot or flaming
exhaust, carbon particles, hot metal, burning signal devices, burning
tobacco, and other similar potential sources of ignition.
(b) The order to destroy, remove, or modify vegetation or other
flammable material shall specify the location of the hazard to be
destroyed, removed, or modified within the right-of-way, the width of
the hazard which shall not exceed the width of the right-of-way, and
the time within which compliance with the order is required.
(c) The director or the agency having primary responsibility for
fire protection of the area shall allow a reasonable period of time
for compliance with an order to destroy, remove, or modify vegetation
or other flammable material.

4297. Upon the showing of the director that the unrestricted use of
any grass-covered land, grain-covered land, brush-covered land, or

forest-covered land is, in the judgment of the director, a menace to
life or property due to conditions tending to cause or allow the
rapid spread of fires which may occur on such lands or because of the
inaccessible character of such lands, the Governor through the
director, may, by a proclamation, which declares such condition and
designates the area to which, and the period during which the
proclamation shall apply, require that such area be closed to hunting
and fishing and to entry by any person except a person that is
within one of the following classes:
(a) Owners and lessees of land in the area.
(b) Bona fide residents in the area.
(c) Persons engaged in some bona fide business, trade, occupation,
or calling in the area and persons employed by them in connection
with such business, trade, occupation, or calling.
(d) Authorized agents or employees of a public utility entering
such area for the purpose of operating or maintaining public utility
works or equipment within the area.
(e) Members of any organized firefighting force.
(f) Any federal, state or local officer in the performance of his
duties.
(g) Persons traveling on public roads or highways through the
area.

4298. The proclamation by the Governor shall be released to the
wire news services in the state, and shall be published at least once
in a newspaper of general circulation in each county which contains
any lands covered by the proclamation. Notice of closure shall also
be posted on trails or roads entering the area covered by the
proclamation. The closure shall be effective upon issuance of the
proclamation by the Governor. Each notice shall clearly set forth
the area to be subject to closure and the effective date of such
closure. The closure shall remain in full force and effect until the
Governor shall by order terminate it. The notice of such
termination shall follow the same procedure by which such closure was
effected. The order of termination shall be effected upon issuance.

4299. A person who violates Section 4297 or 4298 is guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars ($100) nor more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) or
by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 10 days nor
more than 90 days or both the fine and imprisonment. All state and
county law enforcement officers shall enforce orders of closure.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CALIFORNIA CODES
PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
SECTION 4125-4137

4125. (a) The board shall classify all lands within the state,
without regard to any classification of lands made by or for any
federal agency or purpose, for the purpose of determining areas in
which the financial responsibility of preventing and suppressing
fires is primarily the responsibility of the state. The prevention
and suppression of fires in all areas that are not so classified is
primarily the responsibility of local or federal agencies, as the
case may be.
(b) On or before July 1, 1991, and every 5th year thereafter, the
department shall provide copies of maps identifying the boundaries of
lands classified as state responsibility pursuant to subdivision (a)
to the county assessor for every county containing any of those
lands. The department shall also notify county assessors of any
changes to state responsibility areas within the county resulting
from periodic boundary modifications approved by the board.
(c) A notice shall be posted at the offices of the county

recorder, county assessor, and county planning agency that identifies
the location of the map, and of any information received by the
county subsequent to the receipt of the map regarding changes to
state responsibility areas within the county.

4126. The board shall include within state responsibility areas all
of the following lands:
(a) Lands covered wholly or in part by forests or by trees
producing or capable of producing forest products.
(b) Lands covered wholly or in part by timber, brush, undergrowth,
or grass, whether of commercial value or not, which protect the soil
from excessive erosion, retard runoff of water or accelerate water
percolation, if such lands are sources of water which is available
for irrigation or for domestic or industrial use.
(c) Lands in areas which are principally used or useful for range
or forage purposes, which are contiguous to the lands described in
subdivisions (a) and (b).

4127. The board shall not include within state responsibility areas
any of the following lands:
(a) Lands owned or controlled by the federal government or any
agency of the federal government.
(b) Lands within the exterior boundaries of any city, except a
city and county with a population of less than 25,000 if, at the time
the city and county government is established, the county contains
no municipal corporations.
(c) Any other lands within the state which do not come within any
of the classes which are described in Section 4126.

4128. In establishing boundaries of state responsibility areas, the
board may, for purposes of administrative convenience, designate
roads, pipelines, streams, or other recognizable landmarks as

arbitrary boundaries.

4129. The board of supervisors of any county may provide by
ordinance that the county elects to assume responsibility for the
prevention and suppression of all fires on all land in the county,
including lands within state responsibility areas when the Director
of Forestry and Fire Protection concurs in accordance with criteria
adopted by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection, but not
including lands owned or controlled by the federal government or any
agency of the federal government or lands within the exterior
boundaries of any city. After the effective date of the contract
referred to in Section 4133, the county shall exercise for the
duration of the contract all the duty, power, authority, and
responsibility for the prevention and suppression of all fires on all
land in the county for which the county is authorized by this
section to elect to assume responsibility.

4129.1. When the incorporation of a city removes land from a state
responsibility area and the county continues to provide residential
fire service for the newly incorporated city and remains under
contract to provide fire service for the state responsibility area,
the county shall, during the three years subsequent to incorporation,
contract with the city to continue to provide fire service to the
area removed from the state responsibility area under the same terms
and conditions as under the state contract. The county may bill the
newly incorporated city for actual revenue lost under the state
contract because of removal of land from the state responsibility
area during that period, but may not, during the three-year period,
require the city to pay an amount greater than that apportioned for
the affected area under the state contract.
If the budget of the department is revised to reflect the removal
of the affected lands from a state responsibility area and payments
to the county are accordingly reduced, the county may bill the newly
incorporated city for the allocable decrease, or if the amount cannot

be readily ascertained, the county may, after the effective date of
the new budget, charge the city an amount equal to the total payment
to the county divided by the total acres of the state responsibility
area times the removed acres which are annexed to the city.
This section does not change any power, duty, or responsibility of
the department. This section does not require the department to
base its budget on per acre costs and does not impose any requirement
that the department implement or design any formula or budget.
This section applies only in counties with a population greater
than 8,000,000.

4130. The board shall classify all lands within state
responsibility areas into types of land based on cover, beneficial
use of water from watersheds, probable damage from erosion, and fire
risks and hazards, and shall determine the intensity of protection to
be given to each such type of land. A plan for adequate statewide
fire protection of state responsibility areas shall be prepared by
the board in which all land of each type shall be assigned the same
intensity of protection, and the estimated cost of such intensity of
protection shall be determined.

4131. In the preparation of budgets for fire protection, the total
funds available or estimated to be available shall be allocated to
the areas to be protected in conformance to such fire protection
plan. If the funds available are less than the estimated adequate
cost of such plan the board shall determine whether the intensities
of fire protection shall be reduced or withdrawn, maintaining uniform
consideration for all lands in each type.

4132. In those counties assuming responsibility pursuant to Section
4129 for fire protection and suppression in the lands thus
classified within the respective counties, there shall be budgeted

sums to be allocated to those counties at least equal to the direct
cost of fire protection which is determined pursuant to Section 4130
and which shall include the salaries and wages of suppression crews
and lookouts and maintenance of firefighting facilities.

4133. The department shall, with the approval of the Department of
General Services, for periods not to exceed three years, enter into a
contract with any county which enacts an ordinance as provided in
Section 4129. The budgeted sums in Section 4132 are subject to
annual review in the budget process.

4134. Any such contract shall provide for payment to such county,
as compensation for the assumption of the duty, power, authority and
responsibility for fire protection and suppression as provided in
Section 4129 of such sum as may be specifically allocated in the
appropriation made by the Legislature for that purpose or, if no
specific appropriation is made for it, the sum allocated for
expenditure in such county pursuant to Sections 4131 and 4132.

4135. Sections 4129 to 4135, inclusive, do not deprive the
department of the power and duty to require that the money paid by
the department under the contract to a county shall be expended by
the county for fire prevention and suppression in that area the
protection of which is assumed by the county pursuant to Section
4129.

4136. (a) A transferor of real property that is located within a
state responsibility area determined by the board, pursuant to
Section 4125, shall disclose to any prospective transferee the fact

that the property is located within a wildland area that may contain
substantial forest fire risks and hazards and is subject to the
requirements of Section 4291.
(b) Except for property located within a county that has assumed
responsibility for prevention and suppression of all fires pursuant
to Section 4129, the transferor shall also disclose to any
prospective transferee that it is not the state's responsibility to
provide fire protection services to any building or structure located
within the wildlands unless the department has entered into a
cooperative agreement with a local agency for those purposes pursuant
to Section 4142.
(c) Disclosure is required pursuant to this section only when one
of the following conditions is met:
(1) The transferor, or the transferor's agent, has actual
knowledge that the property is within a wildland fire zone.
(2) A map that includes the property has been provided to the city
or county pursuant to Section 4125, and a notice has been posted at
the offices of the county recorder, county assessor, and county
planning agency that identifies the location of the map and any
information regarding changes to the map received by the county.
(d) In all transactions that are subject to Section 1103 of the
Civil Code, the disclosures required by this section shall be
provided by either of the following means:
(1) The Local Option Real Estate Disclosure Statement as provided
in Section 1102.6a of the Civil Code.
(2) The Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement as provided in Section
1103.2 of the Civil Code.
(e) If the map or accompanying information is not of sufficient
accuracy or scale that a reasonable person can determine if the
subject real property is included in a wildland fire zone, the agent
shall mark "Yes" on the Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement. The
agent may mark "No" on the Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement if he
or she attaches a report prepared pursuant to subdivision (c) of
Section 1103.4 of the Civil Code that verifies the property is not in
the hazard zone. Nothing in this subdivision is intended to limit
or abridge any existing duty of the transferor or the transferor's
agents to exercise reasonable care in making a determination under

this subdivision.
(f) For purposes of this section, Section 1103.13 of the Civil
Code applies.
(g) The specification of items for disclosure in this section does
not limit or abridge any obligation for disclosure created by any
other provision of law or that may exist in order to avoid fraud,
misrepresentation, or deceit in the transfer transaction.

4137. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the year-round
staffing and the extension of the workweek that has been provided to
the department pursuant to memorandums of understanding with the
state will result in significant increases in the department's
current level of fire prevention activities. It is the intent of the
Legislature that the budgetary augmentations for year-round staffing
not reduce the revenue that the department receives from contracts
with local governments for the department to provide local fire
protection and emergency services, commonly referred to as "schedule
A agreements."
(b) On or before January 10 of each year, commencing in 2007, the
department shall provide a report to the Legislature, including the
budget and fiscal committees of the Assembly and the Senate,
regarding the department's increased fire prevention activities
described in subdivision (a). The report shall display the
information from previous reports for purposes of comparison. The
report shall include all of the following:
(1) The percentage of the fire prevention activities that occurred
on lands designated as state responsibility areas.
(2) The percentage of the fire prevention activities that occurred
in counties where, pursuant to a contract with the department, the
county has agreed to provide fire protection services in state
responsibility areas within county boundaries on behalf of the
department.
(3) The percentage of the fire prevention activities that were
undertaken pursuant to a contract with a local government for the
department to provide local fire protection and emergency services.

(4) Identification, with specific reference to the department's
authority, of the percentage of the fire prevention activities that
occurred on other lands.
(5) A listing of fire prevention performance measures that the
department tracks annually, including, but not limited to, all of the
following:
(A) The number of structural fire safety and vegetation clearance
inspections, citations, and other enforcement activities.
(B) The number of acres treated by mechanical fuel reduction.
(C) Prescribed burns.
(D) The fire prevention performance measures described in
subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, shall measure and report all
specific fire prevention activities undertaken by the department in
each region on an annual basis and shall also measure and report the
specific level of fire prevention activity that occurs in each region
from December 15 through April 15, inclusive.
(6) Projected outcomes for each of the fire prevention performance
measures described in paragraph (5) for each year by region that may
occur after the annual report is submitted to the Legislature.
(7) Information on each of the contracts described in paragraph
(3), including revenues for each fiscal year and an annual update on
the number of those contracts and revenues received from the
contracts that are in effect.
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